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Houston begins offering partner benefits, but Parker won't qualify
Houston Mayor Annise Parker announced Wednesday that the city of Houston will begin offering benefits to all legally married spouses of city employees. Those in civil unions and domestic partnerships will not qualify. Janice Evans, the mayor's spokeswoman, said Parker's partner Kathy Hubbard doesn't qualify. The couple has been together for 23 years and have raised three children, but they haven't legally married in a marriage-equality state.
An announcement may come soon, though. "They're always talking about it," Evans said. The decision to offer benefits is based on a city legal department interpretation of the U.S. Supreme Court's decision in June that declared parts of the federal Defense of Marriage Act unconstitutional.
Houston didn't offer benefits previously because of a city charter amendment that prohibits offering partner benefits.
However, the amendment specifically allows benefits for "legal spouses."
Evans said since the Supreme Court decision, the city has been watching how it's been implemented elsewhere.
"We started seeing things change across the country," she said.
She said the city is simply following actions already taken by a number of federal agencies, including the Internal Revenue Service, which announced in August that all legally married samesex couples will be recognized as married for federal tax purposes, even if those couples reside in states that do not recognize same-sex marriage.
"Based on the right to equal protection under the law, it is unconstitutional for the city to continue to deny benefits to the same-sex spouses of our employees who are legally married," Parker said in a statement. "This change is not only the legal thing to do, it is the right, just and fair thing to do."
-David Taffet
S. Texas school says it will allow trans teen's tuxedo photo to run in yearbook
Trans student Jeydon Loredo will now be remembered in his senior yearbook for the way he wants to be remembered after his school district consented late last week to allow his photo to run in the book.
The La Feria Independent School District previously told Loredo his photo wouldn't run because he needed to be pictured wearing feminine clothing. He appealed the decision to the school board last Monday.
And the Southern Poverty Law Center, joined by the Human Rights Campaign, intervened on his behalf, threatening legal action if the district didn't run the photo.
The decision was reversed on Nov. 15 when attorneys with the district and SPLC met to ensure Loredo would be included in the yearbook.
In addition to agreeing to run the picture, the district will have the superintendent apologize to Loredo for the treatment he received and have the school board discuss adding gender expression to its nondiscrimination policies.
"We are very pleased that the school district has recognized Jeydon for who he is and will allow his photo in the yearbook along with all his classmates," SPLC staff attorney Alesdair Ittelson said in a statement. "This is as a signal to other school districts that transgender students should be recognized as important members of their communities rather than ostracized and subjected to discrimination. We applaud Jeydon's courage in standing up for his rights." HRC President Chad Griffin applauded the decision.
"We're thrilled Jeydon will be getting the justice he deserves," Griffin said in a statement. "It's a shame that it took a threat of legal action for the school board to make the right decision, but we're grateful that, in the end, Jeydon's photo will be included in the yearbook. Discrimination has no place in our society -especially our schools."
-Anna Waugh While many people still view Dallas as the most LGBT-friendly city in the Metroplex, Fort Worth still outranks the city on the Human Rights Campaign's 2013 Municipal Equality Index released this week.
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The report surveys LGBT-inclusive city policies and practices over the course of a year.
Fort Worth -which ranked higher than Dallas last year in the report's first year -jumped 2 points this year, bringing it to 91, for equivalent family leave, which was left off last year.
Dallas, however, saw a 9-point increase for items the city didn't receive credit for last year, bringing its score from a 76 last year to an 85. But HRC originally gave Dallas a 78 on an initial draft.
Pam Gerber, a member of the city's LGBT Task Force, said a committee formed after the draft came back with a 78 score. Its goal was to evaluate ways in which the city could improve its score with a goal of a 10 percent increase. The committee included people from the city manager's office and throughout City Hall.
"This was not just a gay endeavor. This was a city endeavor," she said. "We put together a team of people and made a very compelling argument to up that score."
Several things over the past year seemed to contribute to the likelihood of a lower score for Dallas this year after a failed equality resolution at City Hall that was blocked by the mayor.
Councilman Scott Griggs' resolution, which aimed to show the City Council's support for marriage equality and statewide job protections for LGBT people, failed to go before the council for a June vote because former Councilwoman Delia Jasso pulled her support from a petition requiring a vote. Former Mayor Pro Tem Pauline Medrano then tried to get the resolution on the agenda last minute as acting mayor since Mayor Mike Rawlings was out of the country on business. But Rawlings intervened form abroad to block the item from moving forward.
Dallas' increase came from various things left off from last year and a few bonus points. The city's contractor equal benefits ordinance was added this year, in addition to the city receiving bonus points for providing services to LGBT seniors and youth. McDonnell said the city's Office of Cultural Affairs gives money to the Women's Chorus of Dallas and the Turtle Creek Chorale.
As for the relationship with the LGBT community, Dallas earned 3 points for leadership's public position on LGBT equality, compared to 2 points last year. It also gained 2 points for leadership's pro-equality legislative or policy efforts, which brought the city zero points last year.
Gerber said having the score accurately reflect the city's efforts was important because "we're using it as a tool to improve services to the LGBT community."
Resource Center spokesman Rafael McDonnell said Dallas' score is at its highest unless the city does something more, like add equivalent family leave or comprehensive transgender healthcare coverage for city employees or change the public's perception of leadership's views.
"We didn't do anything new, but we got credit for stuff we have been doing," McDonnell said. "An 85 should be looked at as our ceiling until we do something better. If we want to grow the score next year, we're going to have to do some things."
He said the scores from this year's index set the standard among suburban cities for the years to come and the work for LGBT advocates.
"This sets a benchmark for some of the suburban cities," McDonnell said. "The big takeaway is that equality doesn't stop at a city line. The fight for it stretches across city lines."
The new report ranked 16 Texas cities, compared to seven last year. Dallas, Fort Worth, El Paso, Houston and San Antonio saw a score increase, while Arlington saw a 5-point decrease. But the big surprises came with the number of suburban cities like Plano, Garland and Grand Prairie that were ranked.
LGBT advocates said this week the scores of those cities show the impact years of advocacy has produced.
McDonnell said what impressed him was Grand Prairie's score of 21. He said the city's leaders quietly adopted a nondiscrimination policy for city employees in 2008 that includes sexual orientation and later implemented Dallas Independent School District's LGBT-inclusive anti-bullying policy in 2011. The city also received credit for reporting hate crime statistics to the FBI.
"It shows that the quest for equality isn't just a city of Dallas or a county or quasi-governmental issue," he said. "There's a lot of work that's available to be done throughout the area."
David Mack Henderson, president of Fairness Fort Worth, said Grand Prairie's progress was "enlightening", and he hoped the city would continue to add protections for its LGBT employees and citizens. "What happened with Grand Prairie speaks to the proof for all the hard work LGBT advocates have done for years," Henderson said. "Sometimes good things happen, and we find out after the fact."
Arlington lost 5 points, bringing it to a score of 11, for not protecting against discrimination based on sexual orientation in city employment, which it was credited for last year. While sexual orientation is listed among the diversity the city values on the city's workforce services webpage, the city's Equal Employment Opportunity Policy doesn't include sexual orientation.
Henderson said despite the policy not officially covering LGBT employees, Arlington leaders are still striving toward equal protections.
"Arlington is working very hard to be an inclusive city, and I think they're making inroads to do that," Henderson said.
Garland scored a 17 for having a Human Rights Commission and reporting hate crimes.
LGBT advocates recently attended a Garland City Council meeting and worked with area residents to try to encourage the council to pass a citywide nondiscrimination ordinance. The push for the ordinance came after a Garland Dallas Area Rapid Transit appointee, who is appointed by the City Council, voted against adding domestic partner benefits for the transit agency earlier this year.
Irving received 16 points for hate crime reporting and for the county protecting sexual orientation and gender identity. But Dallas County doesn't have a countywide nondiscrimination policy, just one for the county's employees.
In Collin County, Plano brought in a 14, with 10 for reporting hate crimes, 2 points for the city's engagement with the LGBT community and 2 points for city leadership's public position on LGBT equality.
Former Plano Mayor Phil Dyer was an honorary co-chair of North Texas Pride earlier this year. Current Mayor Harry LaRosiliere has long supported the LGBT advocacy group Collin County Gay and Lesbian Alliance, now GALA
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• pet of the week / AQUARIUS
Aquarius and her siblings were brought to Operation Kindness by a concerned citizen. They were found as newborns and cared for until they were old enough for adoption. This girl is well socialized, friendly and so full of life you'll love her on site. If you're looking for a new friend to make your days brighter, come meet Aquarius and give her the loving home she deserves.
Aquarius and other pets are available for adoption from Operation Kindness, 3201 Earhart Drive, Carrollton. The no-kill shelter is open six days: Monday, [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] closed Tuesday; Wednesday, [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, m. The cost is $110 for cats, $135 for kittens, $150 for dogs over 1 year, and $175 for puppies. The cost includes the spay/neuter surgery, microchipping, vaccinations, heartworm test for dogs, leukemia and FIV test for cats, and more. Those who adopt two pets at the same time receive a $20 discount NTX, and considers himself an ally.
Jeanne Rubin, vice president of Gay and Lesbian Alliance of North Texas, said the work began in Plano more than 10 years ago with the organization, of which many members were from Plano.
"Just the fact that it's even included is a step forward," she said. "It speaks to the fact that there are so many LGBT people in the DFW suburbs that we're making a difference even if it's just because we're becoming more visible and people know that we're here."
Rubin said she expects other DFW suburbs to be included in future years, spurring more advocacy and change.
"I think we should keep an eye on North Texas because obviously change is coming to the whole state, but I think North Texas is a good barometer to watch," Rubin said.
The report ranked 291 U.S. cities this year, compared to 137 cities in the first-ever survey last year. The cities included state capitals, each states' three largest cities, cities with the largest public university and 75 cities with high proportions of same-sex couples.
Cities were evaluated for equality policies and practices on 47 criteria in five categories of nondiscrimination laws, relationship recognition, city employee benefits, city services, law enforcement and relationship with the LGBT community. Bonus points were again offered in most sections, but cities could receive only a maximum score of 100.
Cathryn Oakley, the primary author of the MEI, said Texas' scores showed improvement and were impressive overall.
"I think a lot of cities have good intentions, and they may feel much more inclusive than their score reflects," she said. "What we're rating are the cities' laws and polices, which are objective."
With such a big state and so many cities rated, Oakley said the response from cities was important, some of which pointed out things to help improve their scores, showing how seriously they took the report last year. "It's great to be able to point out cities that are doing important things for the LGBT community," she said.
Outside the Metroplex, San Antonio received an 86 score, jumping from a 48 score last year, despite the controversy this summer over a nondiscrimination ordinance.
Austin, which received a 91 last year, was the only score to reach a 100 this year. It gained points for mayoral and police LGBT liaisons.
Other 
Unit won't process housing benefits for lesbian couple; National Guard Bureau says it expects Texas to comply with federal orders
ANNA WAUGH | News Editor waugh@dallasvoice.com
The Texas National Guard is still defying the federal government, ignoring a mandate that all state bases must process and issue benefits to married same-sex couples -despite state marriage amendments.
Alicia Butler was denied a spousal ID card at Camp Mabry in Austin back in September because the Guard refused to issue them to samesex partners.
Another Austin couple was denied benefits this week when a base refused to process a housing allowance request granted to married oppositesex couples.
Cassaundra StJohn, the member's spouse, declined a request to be interviewed because of her wife's rank and career.
Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel announced last month he was instructing the National Guard Bureau to work with all state Guards not following his August directive to process benefits for same-sex spouses after the U.S. Supreme Court's June ruling that found the Defense of Marriage Act unconstitutional. The National Guard said this week it had reached out to Texas and expected its units to comply with the Department of Defense's orders.
Chris Rowzee, spokeswoman for American Military Partner Association, a group that supports LGBT military members and their families, said the couple recently married in New Mexico and while there registered at a federal military base in Albuquerque in order to get around having to travel when they returned back to Texas.
But then the couple returned and applied for the housing allowance "with a dependant rate." Rowzee said the Guard is refusing to recognize the marriage for state or federal purposes. The benefit is a federal one that married military members are legally entitled to. "It's a federal benefit," Rowzee said. "It has absolutely nothing to do with the state. Their denying it is discriminatory and illegal."
Texas Military Forces said this week it was directing all same-sex couples to register for all benefits on federal bases. In a statement to Dallas Voice, a TMF representative said after the ID card was issued through the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System, "all local Texas National Guard facilities and personnel will process Base Allowance for Housing (BAH) and other federal benefits to which they are entitled." "To reiterate, we are not denying any benefits to military members and spouses who are entitled to them, to include BAH," the representative wrote in an email, adding that leaders are working to issue benefits, despite the state's law conflicting with the federal mandate. "Despite the legal conflict, the organization remains committed to ensuring military personnel and their families receive the benefits to which they are entitled."
Rowzee said the denial is "even more serious" than not processing a spouse's application for an ID card. She said the refusal to give the couple the benefit contradicts what the Texas National Guard has said before, that it wouldn't issue IDs to gay couples because of the state marriage amendment, but it would still honor federal benefits for those couples.
"This is completely contradictory to their earlier claims that no one was being 'denied' benefits, that it was just an 'inconvenience' to have to go enroll at a federal facility," she said.
When the Department of Defense's orders that same-sex spouses would receive all of the same benefits as opposite-sex spouses went into effect in September, Texas refused to register same-sex partners at that time and directed them to federal facilities. Several other states followed Texas' lead, including Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, West Virginia, Mississippi, Oklahoma and South Carolina.
After two months of inaction and members of Congress calling on Hagel to act, he said he will fight the battle to provide equal access to all National Guard families, regardless of sexual orientation.
"All spouses of service members are entitled to DoD ID cards, and the benefits that come with them," Hagel said last month.
Hagel also instructed National Guard Bureau Gen. Frank Grass, "to take immediate action to remedy this situation." National Guard Bureau spokesman Major Gary Arasin told Dallas Voice this week Grass has met with generals in the states refusing to comply, addressing concerns about state constitutional amendments barring the recognition of same-sex marriage.
"Soldiers, Airmen, and their family members who serve their nation deserve the full complement of benefits they have earned through their service and sacrifice," Arasin wrote in an email. "Nothing less than 100 percent compliance is acceptable." DoD spokesman Nathan Christensen said the IDs and benefits are all federal issues and the National Guard Bureau is handling the situation. He declined to speculate on further action from the Pentagon to force Texas to obey Hagel.
"These are federal ID cards paid for with federal funding to provide federally mandated benefits," Christensen said. "We're not going to speculate on legal options at this time."
• TX National Guard digs in heels on same-sex benefits I had not particularly wanted to come to Fort Worth because people who lived in Dallas thought of Fort Worth at the time as a "jumping off place" and I, too, had that impression of it. I really began to like it though, and in the spring of 1963, I bought a house in Fort Worth, which I am still in to this day. I can always remember when I bought the house because it was the year of the Kennedy assassination.
November 22nd. In the third week of November, I went to Washington to a meeting. On Thursday, I walked over to the White House to take a tour because in those days, you could just walk up and say, "I want to come in," and they let you in. While we were in one of the rooms on the tour, we suddenly heard all this commotion in the hallway. We asked what it was all about, and one of our guides said the president was leaving, and a helicopter was coming to pick him up because he was on his way to Texas.
The conference ended the next day, the 22nd, and I was wanting to take some time off so I got on a train to go to New York City. The train left late morning and when we stopped in Philadelphia, the conductor walked down the aisle announcing that the president had been shot. Of course, we all wanted to know more, but no one knew anything more at that point.
We found a man in one of the coaches who had a portable radio, so we were all hovering over him trying to hear any news at all. He turned it up as loud as it would go, but being on a train, we could hardly hear anything. But while listening to that radio, they did, in fact, announce that Kennedy had died. It was another hour and a half from Philadelphia to New York, so during that time, we knew nothing. But when we arrived in Penn Station, they already had extra-edition newspapers out.
It was all very strange. It was the first and only time that I had been in New York, and the city was literally entirely shut down. Broadway was closed. All the theaters were closed. What people you saw were wandering around dazed and stunned.
Were you hesitant to return home? No, not at all. I wanted to return home. I just wanted to get out of New York. I remember going into a Delta Airlines reservation office. I told the airline agent I wanted to change my reservation, and he wanted to know where I was going and I said "Dallas," and he just went off ranting and raving about Dallas.
When you got off the plane at Love Field, did you sense any change? Well, what I did sense was the extreme grief with everyone, everywhere. Curiously, I remember some people saying, "Well, what did you expect in Dallas? They spit on Adlai Stevenson."
At the time, did you regret you were not at home for the president's visit to Dallas? No, after it was all over, I felt a real closeness to the president having been in the White House the day before he died. Actually, too, when he was running for president, he came to Fort Worth, and I made a point of it to go see him then.
Kennedy's death was only about five-and-ahalf years before Stonewall, which is credited generally for bringing the agenda of the gay rights movement to the forefront of the consciousness of the late 60's generation. But in the early '60's, was there any awareness of any gay rights agenda at the time? The term gay rights I don't think had even been coined, at least not to my knowledge. We certainly knew the term "civil rights," and I remember very vividly we were all in the efforts for black people. It was all very obvious that they were being denied their rights. The people really took to the streets and held marches. I remember joining marches here in Fort Worth that went down Main Street.
Then, civil rights primarily pertained only to racial equality. Right. I don't think it ever occurred to anyone that gay rights were being overlooked as well. There wasn't any such thing that I was aware of. I think in those days you just simply accepted the fact there were gay people around, but it was never discussed, at least not openly. I never ever heard the word "gay" used in public or in the media in that sense. It was all very "hushhush". I remember as early as about 1950, someone did ask me if someone was gay. I honestly had no idea what they were talking about.
So, how would you have referred to some- • coverstory one's gay sexual orientation? Well, we would say, "Does he know Dorothy?" or another term, "Is he a ribbon clerk?" or "Does he have lace curtains?" And all of this was strictly underground. None of it was discussed openly. Did Dallas at the time have any attitudes toward sexual orientation that were different from other major cities in the U.S? Possibly, Dallas being much more conservative and in the center of the Bible Belt was certainly different from San Francisco and New York. But then, even San Francisco was never referred to as a "gay" city, but New York was known to have its own gay area, Greenwich Village. Even Dallas' Oak Lawn in the late 1950's was not a gay area. It didn't become that until later.
Homosexuality was illegal at the time, correct?
Oh yes, there were sodomy laws in Texas. Ironically, I was called for jury duty once in about 1958, and the first case that came up was a sodomy case, which was a felony. However, I was not allowed on the jury because I did not own property in Dallas. Also, women could not serve on juries if they were not married. Homosexuality was never, ever discussed because just to be associated with it could mean you would lose your job and be disgraced.
Did you ever see that happen first hand? Well, yes, probably. But mainly I would read about it in the newspaper. When I was a teenager, I remember the term that they would use in newspapers was "perversion", and I didn't know what that meant. So, I got a dictionary to look it up. I was so naïve.
With Kennedy coming on the scene with so much energy and determination to take a stand for racial civil rights, did that give you a glimmer of hope that it would also set in motion a stand for gay rights as well? No, I don't think I did actually. You just accepted being gay as a fact that would never be talked about. The thing, though, that struck a chord with me was his interest in mental health. He proposed a lot of mental health legislation. Today, we have a lot of mental health centers that did not exist before Kennedy.
The Employment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) that recently passed [the Senate] was originally championed in 1996 by the late Sen. Ted Kennedy. Would you say that perhaps President Kennedy had some posthumous influence on his brother in the passage of this bill? Well it's entirely possible. There is no question that Jack had quite an influence on his brother, Ted, as well as Bobby, in every respect. Being like-minded, the Kennedys were devoted to public service, and many of their contributions were of a liberal leaning.
How much do you feel that the spirit of Martin Luther King with the march on Washington in 1963 influenced any movement toward gay rights, if any? Well, what comes to mind is that he was a member of the clergy. Years ago, when I taught at UTA, I had a student who wrote about AIDS and people with AIDS. She did her research at Methodist Hospital in Dallas. What she concluded in her thesis was that the demographic with the most negative attitude toward gays was the clergy. So, I'm not so sure that even though he was a crusader for human/civil rights that he would have been in favor of gay rights. To my knowledge, he never addressed publicly anything to do with gay rights.
With so much of what we are talking about right now, you have to transport yourself back to the era of which we are speaking. You have to call it for what it was then even though things are very obviously different now. It's a whole different vocabulary now.
What did you and your generation lose on Nov. 22? Actually, I think it renewed history for us. We can read about the assassination of Abraham Lincoln and think about it what it was like. But, you haven't really lived through anything quite like a president being assassinated until it happens in your own time. I think it will always have a profound effect on me.
In • coverstory center," Monroe said. "And Terry was right there with him every step of the way."
The Resource Center has had many names changes over its three decades in Dallas, most recently dropping "Dallas" from its title Resource Center Dallas earlier this year.
The actual center is named the John Thomas Gay & Lesbian Community Center, but the center's various youth, senior and food services fall under the Resource Center umbrella. While there used to be a sign with Thomas' name out by the street at the center's building on Reagan Street, two benefactors who paid for the building, are still listed by the front door.
The clinic's original name was Nelson-Tebedo Community Clinic for AIDS Research, but it since changed to Nelson-Tebedo Community Clinic. It provides dental, HIV and STD prevention and testing, and transgender health services among its services.
The name-change controversy reached a peak last week with Resource Center posting a statement from CEO Cece Cox on its Facebook page, explaining that the rebranding process wasn't complete, and the goal was to have the many programs under one uniform name.
"Resource Center honors the legacy of John Thomas, Bill Nelson, Terry Tebedo and so many others," the statement read in part. "Without their vision, passion and tireless efforts, we would not exist today nor have the privilege of serving our community. As we complete the changes to our facilities, you will note signage, photos and artifacts of John, Bill, Terry and others that remind us all of their tireless efforts to ensure excellent healthcare services for those living with HIV/AIDS." Some, like Monroe, worried the signage on the clinic's building on Cedar Springs Road would change and only memorial plaques would hang on the walls with Nelson and Tebedo's names. But what angered Monroe was that there has "been no clear answer."
But Cox said this week that the rebranding process is a lengthy one that would continue into the next year.
"We're in a long rebranding process," she said. "It's been a thoughtful process."
She said removing Nelson and Tebedo's names had "never been our intention and that's not what's happening." While the current logo refers to it as Resource Center Clinic, Cox said that is just the primary logo and the next logo will include the names, as well as the letterhead, as part of the center rolling out the rebranding efforts.
"We've always intended to honor the legacy, and the clinic is going to reflect the names of Nelson-Tebedo, along with the new logo," Cox said. "That was always the intention, and that's what we're going to do."
In the meantime, the community will have to wait for the names to reappear in connection with the clinic. But they still worry they've lost them.
"The community names buildings and structures after visionaries and leaders. Now their names are missing," Monroe said.
• Instead, the city has perpetuated the idea of Dallas as the City of Paranoia.
People from around the world should have been invited to come to visit the Sixth Floor Museum to learn about history. Instead, on the anniversary, the museum will be closed. Our editor was allowed into the museum earlier this week after preregistering for an invitationonly press event, and photography was only allowed on the seventh floor.
The main focus, however, should have been a week of events celebrating JFK and commemorating the event that defined Dallas. Cultural events should have filled the city's calendar.
The Dallas Symphony Orchestra and Turtle Creek Chorale could have mounted a production of Mass.
Jacqueline Kennedy commissioned Leonard Bernstein to compose the piece in honor of the president. Stephen Schwartz wrote the lyrics for the work for the grand opening of the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C. in 1971.
The Dallas Opera could have filled the Winspear with visitors to the city by staging, well, any classic opera in its repertoire. City Performance Hall and the Wyly Theatre should have had two or three performances scheduled each day through this weekend -dance, music and lectures.
Local Instead, Dallas has gone from the City of Hate to the City of Paranoia. The only people allowed near Dealey Plaza on Friday have gone through complete background checks. They will be bused in from American Airlines Center or the Winspear. Even though it's supposed to rain, no umbrellas will be allowed. They won't be allowed to carry anything to the site with them.
Dallas County offices near Dealey Plaza are closed for the day. The Sixth Floor Museum is closed for the day. Two DART lines will stop running for a few hours because they run over the Triple Underpass and wrap around the Sixth Floor Museum's parking lot by the pergola where the second shooter stood.
Everyone is being told to stay away. The "X" marking the spot where Kennedy was hit was removed last week.
In the national press, Dallas looks ridiculous. Paid advertising copy represents the claim(s) of the advertiser. Bring inappropriate claims to the attention of the advertising director. Dallas Voice reserves the right to enforce its own judgments regarding the suitability of advertising copy, illustrations and/or photographs.
•
Unsolicited manuscripts are accepted by email only. To obtain a copy of our guidelines for contributors, send a request by email to editor@dallasvoice.com. Out now in CD form, Snow Globe is also available in a special three-disc box set containing a Christmas bauble, calendar, signed Christmas card and more, while the superb Tim Burtonesque stop-motion animation music video for "Gaudete" is online.
Dallas missed an opportunity

CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS
Openly HIV-positive since 2004, London-based Bell joined his Florida-based boyfriend, Stephen Moss, in a British civil partnership in January and splits his time between their respective cities.
"I just moved to a new area called Limehouse in East London," Bell says. "I went to the local gay pub and there's an 80-year-old drag queen there. Her name is Maisie Trollette, and she used to be in a trio called The Trollettes. They were funny and extremely filthy."
Bell talked about Snow Globe, the campiest holiday album ever, and whether he would have blurred lines like Miley Cyrus did at the VMAs. You've been alternating solo albums with Erasure efforts for some time. Is it easy to snap back into Erasure mode? Yes. We always get nervous before we meet again, me and Vince. It's like meeting your ex-wife or something, and once we've been together for a half hour it's fine again and back to normal. All the solo stuff is still ongoing and hopefully some time next year more will come out.
• -Lawrence Ferber
What is the story behind the original tune, "Blood on the Snow?" That's inspired by the story of the Little Tin Soldier. He blew up the mantelpiece and flew out of the house and got caught in the rain, went down the drain, got eaten by a fish, and the fish got caught and he was found inside. It's based on that, really. A sad Christmas story. It's beautiful, though! There are no Hanukkah ditties? For shame! I don't really know any Hanukkah songs, even though my new hubby is half-Jewish, half-Lebanese. I suppose I will learn some one of these days! Regardless, it's a beautiful album. I love the album. It's really quiet, and I think the song "Silver Bells" at the end really reminds me of the film It's A Wonderful Life. It's very snowy, and it's like a black and white album in some ways, I don't know why.
On to non-holiday related topics, what are your thoughts about the will-it-evergo-away Miley Cyrus VMA hot mess? I thought it was quite unnecessary, all the stuff she did. But she's very young and very naïve. Unfortunately, people these days, the more sexy and explicit and outrageous you can be corresponds to record sales. Young kids get a thrill from watching their heroes like that. But I was really appreciative of Sinead O'Connor's letter to her.
I was surprised that sparked off a war! Yeah, yeah. I think once Miley gets older, she'll realize that was a really sweet thing of Sinead to do. It wasn't to cause trouble or anything; it was because she cared. And it's true. The music business is exploiting women.
You've been provocative and flamboyant in concert. Do you think, were you Miley's age today, you might do something like she did? Well, maybe. I feel like I might be a bit of a frustrated porno star! So if I was younger, I probably might be tempted to go off and do something like that, but I'm glad we came out when we did because it was a very different climate. There's a huge amount of pressure on young people to become sexualized now. 
Snow job
Erasure, Snow Globe. Let's face it: The problem with most Christmas albums is that they either contain all the same, boring carols ("Silent Night," "The Christmas Song") or obscure medieval songs or -gasp! -"new" songs written specifically for the album.
Snow Globe does all those things. And it's great.
Both "Silent Night" and "The Christmas Song" are on here, plus "A Midnight Clear," "White Christmas" and "Silver Bells," but they become Erasure songs, through-and-through. You won't even recognize Chestnuts roasting on an open fire from the opening chords, with the synthpop duo's catchy, rhythmic syncopation, which sounds like the background score for Super Mario Bros. but blossoms into a full-orchestrated carol anchored by Andy Bell's strong vocals.
On that, and many other tracks, there are definite Erasure signatures. But they also show themselves capable of evolving. On "Silent Night," Bell's voice recalls Art Garfunkle's breathy mystery, but the baseline develops a la TransSiberian Orchestra to a somber track, perfectly at home closing out a Christmas Eve of hot buttered rum and warming toes by the fire. "Gaudete," the first single from the album (and the second track), is a 16th century hymn first re-imagined as a modern electronica piece in 1973 by British folk group Steeleye Span, and the arrangement by Bell and Vince Clarke both conveys sacred respectfulness and contemporary energy. If you're gonna go obscure, go full-bore with Latin lyrics and a mix that could just as easy be a dance tune.
The dancefloor style goes Erasure-classic on "There'll Be No Tomorrow", which could be a forgotten recording from Erasure's early days in the mid-1980s, from the echo-chamber refrain to the plucked synthesizer notes on the chorus. • SNOW, Next Page ingrained in the gay psyche by Judy, Kelly adds only a trace of the vocal runs that characterize modern pop, and lets the glorious richness of this sentimental masterpiece shine through; and "Run, Run Rudolph" employs the brassy, bluesrock orchestrations the song was designed for. Clarkson's vocals are never less than phenomenal (she really is one of pop's best belters), though on a track like "Every Christmas" she almost seems to put in more than the song calls for, and it's all but impossible to sing "Blue Christmas" without inviting comparisons to The King. But with 16 songs covering more than 50 minutes of music, from country to classics, sacred to novelty, there's plenty here to enjoy for seasons to come. Various artists, Holidazzle: Encore! "Most Wonderful Time of the Year" also kicks off this, the third Christmas album from the ad hoc nonprofit collective DFW Actors Give Back. But not only is it better produced, it's followed by 16 more numbers, dense with engaging arrangements. Like previous incarnations (in 2009 and 2011) of Holidazzle, this one benefits a local children's charity from sales of the CD throughout the Metroplex during the holiday season. And like the others, it's a reminder of how much talent the North Texas has on its stages -and in its recording studios.
Matthew Morrison,
Once more produced by K. Doug Miller and Bob Hess, Encore! has a campy sensibility, such as the inclusion of "The Island of Misfit Toys" and the Jerry Herman anthem "We Need a Little Christmas." That toggles to Gary Floyd's lilting tenor on Joni Mitchell's "River" (a melancholy stunner of a song in any context) and Liz Mikel dueting with John Venable on an earthy "Merry Christmas, Baby," then transitioning into the layered harmonies on the mash-up of "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing" and "Angels We Have Heard On High." There's literally a sound for every taste -making the CD ideas for any nog-sloshing holiday party. Encore!,' the third in a series of benefit albums of Christmas music.
• SNOW, From Previous Page
home hearth
CLEAN, COOL AND HOT!
We admit it! We have been seduced by the design and styling of Dyson products! (Hey, we are gay.) Functional and sculptural, they are the perfect way to impress someone in your life. But you don't need to go top-of-the-line vacuum to do it. The DC44 hand vac has the powerful suction of a Dyson in a convenient size, with an extending wand to use like a fullsize or to reach cobwebs in corners. And if you've ever been wooed by Dyson's famed blade-less fan, you have to check out the AM05 Air Multipier, which not only has a cooling oscillating fan, but converts effortlessly into a space heater, all while looking like a piece of desktop art. Each retail for $399.99.
Available at major retailers across the Metroplex and at Dyson.com.
BIRD ON A WIRE
The holidays don't have to be for the birds, but we kinda don't mind, when the birds are these elegant sculptures from Dulce. This desktop sculpture puts four aluminum winged creatures on a metal branch, mounted to a wooden base. It's a charming tchotchke for the art collector, birder or just anyone who enjoys a conversation piece. $45. 
MIXING IT UP
Here's the downside of giving someone a KitchenAid mixer as a present: It's such an iconic piece of equipment -readily identifiable with its brushed stainless bowl and muscular mixing arm in a parade of snazzy colors -that you will be instantly jealous of whoever you give it to. So here's a suggestion: Take in someone you'll want to spend a lot of time with. He or she can make you cookies every night, and you still get to be in its presence (and someone else will be responsible for clean-up). Problem solved. $430.
Available at KitchenAid.com.
GETTING IN DUTCH
So, you spent three month's salary on that new stove, and you want to put what on it? Oh, no, no. Plant some herbs in that old beleaguered pot and put it outside the kitchen door and replace it with this All-Clad Dutch oven from Sur La Table. No one would turn his nose up at your goulash when it's simmering in this made-in-the-USA cookery jewel. Did we mention you'll see your glowing reflection in the shiny finish? You'll want two. $274.95. 
Available at Sur la
COLOR SPLASH
Combining functionality, style and fun in one gift is the giver's magic bullet, and kitchen and tabletop products from Zak! Designs fits the bill. With bursts of pastels in interesting patterns like Bubbles nesting bowls for the coziest kitchen, these products will bring a smile to anyone's face Christmas morning.
Available at Zak.com.
PUT SOME ZEST IN THEIR LIVES
The foodie on your list will really appreciate the Salad Zinger, which makes creating one's own custom dressing a snap. Merely place fresh ingredients (herbs, fruits, spices) 
LOVELY TO LOOK AT
Max Jones is known widely as a furniture entrepreneur -he of Jones Walker Furniture in the Design District -but he's just as talented for what his clients hang on the walls. As a painter, Jones' abstract acrylics range from a gamut of colors, styles and sizes that not only fit any décor but also bring beauty to any room in their own right. From $150. 
RAISE THE LANTERN
The State Fair is over, but the Chinese Lantern Festival isn't -and lucky for you. No need to fight Fair traffic to check out this illuminating experience, a breathtaking display at night. Dozens of silk-strewn items glow with the beauty of Asia in this captivating display of color and shape. If you're looking for an impressive lights display, this is unbeatable. Tickets $11-$22 (based on age).
Fair Park. Open most evenings, 5:30-10:30 p.m., through Jan. 5. ChineseLanternFestival.com.
CAN'T BE BEAT
With a pair of Beats Solo headphones, you'll clearly hear Adele's deep rumbling lows and Mariah's for dogs'-ears-only vocal aerobics. Made of super-durable, flexible material and reinforced with a metal strip, the clear-coat finish will match that of the Aston Martin you've driven in your dreams. A built-in mic lets you switch between songs and incoming calls. With two speakers in each earpiece, it's like Mariah is right there in your head. Better if it were Nick Cannon.
Available at Brookstone NorthPark Center 8687 N. Central Expressway, 214-368-0473.
AN ENLIGHTENING IDEA
We gays love our pets, and few pets are gayer than the muchoprissy Chihuahua, which is why we love this product from Nuvo. At first glance, it appears to be simply a knickknack statuette of the bigeared dog, but turn it on, and it's a desk lamp that glows with the sweet face of man's best friend. Best of all: You don't need to feed him. $135.
Available at Nuvo 2911 Oak Lawn Ave. 214-522-6886. NuvoDallas.com.
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WOOF INDEED
We debated whether to include this bit of jewelry from Harper and Hound in the human-gift section or the one for our fourlegged friends. After all, the word "Hound" is in the retailer's name, and it does say "Woof!" And while this jewelry is more for bears than pups -and when we say bears, we ain't talkin' zoo creatures -since it's also available in a pet version, we have it here! The pewter with silver plating pending is an inch in diameter and comes with a braided leather cord to secure it on your leash. Uh, neck -we meant neck. Whatever. $38.
Available at HarperAndHound.com.
PORTRAIT FROM THE ARTIST
Leonardo isn't around to capture your teasing Mona Lisa smile, but David Philips is -and Leo never painted pets! You and your furry companion will feel like a royal as the portrait artist takes you through the process that produces a work worthy of a gallery showing. David works from photographs he takes, with wardrobe, lighting and mood all considered to capture your ethereal charm. For only $200, you can get a 6x8-inch portrait; for you larger-than-life divas, go for the 9x12 or 11x14 portraits.
Available from David Philips. 214-498-6273. DRPhilips.net.
SIAMESE IF YOU PLEASE
We all know love is the greatest gift of all, but you can't buy love … or can you? You can certainly try with the Texas Siamese Rescue, which places these elegant, fun pets in caring homes. Adopt a Meezer (or Meezer Mix) and you'll have done something great not only for your giftee, but for your gift. 
CATWALK? NO DOGWALK
The paparazzi will go mad when Daphne walks down the strip in her holiday frock. And the tartan print? Perfect for that weekend stay with William and Kate at Balmoral. The royal corgis will be smitten by the red velvet bodice and black velvet bow, and the queen is sure to notice the silver threading glittering throughout the piece. The price is perfect for the commoner's budget. 
WHO DO VOODOO? YOU DO
Keying your ex's car is so 2012. What's the point of getting that tacky red paint on your pretty key? And it can also be used as evidence at the trial. No, no. For safe revenge, get yourself a Dammit Doll, and the next time you don't get your way, grab it by the legs and beat it against the wall while screaming, "Dammit!" They come in various sizes and colors, but you'll need to hurry and buy one. We hear Speaker John Boehner ordered two dozen. $13.95-$29.95. 
PUT SOME CRUNCH IN SOMEONE'S CHRISTMAS
It's easy to eat tons-o'-crap during the holidays, so a little health food (especially for the health-food nut on your list) can really keep the waistband in check. Locallyproduced White Rock Granola makes small-batch trail mixes in four delightful flavors: orange-maple, C4 (cranberry, cashew, cayenne and cinanamon), chocoalmond and the latest invention, Oh, Snap! (ginger, nutmeg, clove, pumpkin seeds and molassespictured). Girl, you know you like to snap! Available at area Central Market stores (10 oz. bag for $7.99) and at WhiteRockGranola.com (5 oz. bags, 3/$10).
SO LONG, MUFFINTOP
CoolSculpting is the latest non-surgical way to lose love handles and trim the fat. This revolutionary technology targets and cools unwanted fat cells in the selected area to induce a noticeable, natural-looking reduction in bulges. Unlike most other methods of fat reduction, it involves no needles, surgery or downtime. It's safe, FDA-cleared and effective. Results look natural and can be seen as early as three weeks following treatment, with the most dramatic results after one to three months. $700/area (discounts for multiple areas).
Available at De Novo 2603 Oak Lawn Ave. 214-219-4100. DeNovoSpa.com.
CHASTITY BONUS
In days of yore, knights would ensure the loyalty of their women with a chastity belt, designed to …. Ummm …. "impede" access to her nether regions. But how is the modern gay man to do the same with his partner while away? This novelty gift from Alternatives at New Fine Arts may have the solution. The Curve is designed to fit over your BF's member, and only you have the key! Of course, putting it on and taking it off together is part of the fun! $149.95.
Available at Alternatives at New Fine Arts 1720 W. Mockingbird Lane. 214-638-0765.
WINE LIKE YOU MEAN IT
Your face might not be the one that launched a thousand shipsyet -but it could be on the bottle that launches a ship. With a personalized label (make it of yourself and your significant other, your cat or whatever), that glass jug of Three Buck Chuck is transformed into a bottle of Chateau LaTour. The order is printed quickly, giving you plenty of time to touch up your face so it matches the glamour shot we know you'll use on the labels. Go with the profile and diffused lens. $20-$27. 
SWEATER WEATHER
On first glance, this knit sweater from Outlines looks like just another campy holiday jumper. Look closer, and you'll see the naughty detail that makes it ideal for your friend with a cold metabolism but a warm sense of humor. This tipsy piece of winter wear combines the clever with the practical in a variety of styles and images. $74. 214-528-1955 .
Available at
Outlines Men's Wear, 3906 Cedar Springs Road.
CUCKOO FOR COCO
No one does fragrance like Chanel, and we're especially entranced by the scene for Bleu: Fresh, clean and sensual for today's man. You can treat your sweetie to the large format 5.0 ($115), or for the guy on the go, the slim travel-sized version can be put in an airline carry-on and sail through the TSA line. It even comes with two refills! ($59) Available at Dillards at NorthPark Center, 8687 N. Central Expressway and at Chanel.com.
GET YOUR KICKS
It's almost time to get warm by the fire and enjoy our version of winter, and a pair of relaxed-fit NavenSpencer shoes from Skechers are a great way to feel comfortable. Roomy in the toes, in casual styles with memory foam insoles, they're ideal for cozying up on the couch.
Available at Sketchers NorthPark Center 8687 N. Central Expressway or online at Skechers.com.
A CLOSE SHAVE
For the traveler on your list who never remembers to bring a charger, or who goes internationally and can't figure out adapters, ShaveTech has the solution. Its new electric razor is designed to give a close trim with a built-in charger -but not a twopronged AC/DC charger, but a USB port. Yep, you can replenish your power by hooking it up to your laptop, so there's never an excuse not to go into a meeting with smooth skin. Heck, you can even shave during the meeting! $29.99. Available at ShaveTech.com.
BEAUTIFY THE WORLD
A thing of beauty is a joy forever -and why shouldn't that apply to someone in your life? ESPA, the new high-end day spa at The Joule Hotel, is an ideal way to give your friend (and yourself) a day of luxury and relaxation (especially when the bustle of the holidays takes its toll). The elegant, all-new facilities include men's and women's wet areas, plus a co-ed pool, as well as an excellent menu of treatments, from full-body massages to refreshing facials. And after you get a rub-down, spend the remainder of your day lounging in the soothing, calm and beautifully appointed facilities (the fresh cookies are a nice touch, too). 
TURN 'MERRY CHRISTMAS' INTO 'I DO'
With marriage equality expanding like wildfire, you've run out of excuses not to propose to your significant other. Why not do it over the holidays? These matching, masculine Triton wedding bands from Fuller's Jewelry represent a beautiful way to turn the holidays into an anniversary. In tungsten silver with single or multiple diamonds. $550-$850. 
PUT YOUR FOOT DOWN
If you're going to kick ass, you're going to need some kick-ass shoes. You just zip up and go to town in the Coltrane shoe. The laceless design offers a casual look, but in this day of wearing sneakers with black tie, they'll work anywhere with anything. The soft inside lining will keep you comfortable during those long walks down the red carpet or during the hours posing at the stand-and-model bars. Don't say you don't. Switch it up between red, black and blue, each for $55.
Available at GBXShoe.com. 
COH stages landmark AIDS play, Larry Kramer's 'The Normal Heart'
It took decades to get Larry Kramer's play The Normal Heart on Broadway, which it did two seasons ago. Now, it's everywhere -including two productions in Dallas within the next month. The first will be presented by the Cathedral of Hope's theater ministry for a free performance of the play that tackled head-on the political reaction to the AIDS crisis of the early 1980s. The show will get two performances: Friday night and again Sunday. 
DEETS:
TGRA hosts underwear auction at Dallas Eagle
We admit it: They had us at "underwear auction." Add to that the words "Texas Gay Rodeo Association" and we're definitely headed in the right direction. This annual fundraiser is being presented by Scott Thompson, pictured, and Liquor First, the Mr. and Miss TGRA candidates for their 2015 titles. Emcee Christopher Wilson and auctioneer Steve Waldren promise celebrity appearances, plus a chance to mingle with the underwear models before you bid. 
DEETS:
ARtsWeeK: NOW PlAyiNG QUeeR CliP: 'Philomena'
As her son's 50th birthday approaches, devout Irish Catholic Philomena (Judi Dench, in one of those performances people talk about all year) begins to feel melancholy. She doesn't know her son, it seems, as she was one of the Magdalene Girls, the indentured teens put into service by convent nuns who used their labor and, it turns out, sold their children to rich Americans. By chance, Philomena meets up with Martin Sixsmith (Steve Coogan, who also cowrote the screenplay), a cynical, disgraced BBC reporter looking for a project to distract him. He agrees to take on this human interest storywhat he calls journalism written for "vulnerable, ignorant people" -and to his surprise, and ours, is transformed by it.
Philomena is one of the slyest movies of the year, one that lulls you into expecting a dopey family charmer and forces you to cry, gasp and shake your fist in anger. Director Stephen Frears specializes in outsider stories that take a jaundiced look at powerful institutions, and he's done a masterful job here, modulating the perpetually unexpected turns the screenplay takes without becoming saccharine. (It's a road movie with elements of Chinatown thrown in, if you can believe it.)
The gay subplot comes as a surprise, but it's just one of many in Philomena that keep you constantly off-balance. Oh, and it is a charmer as well. Well played.
- It's been about five years since Mamet became bat-shit crazy, rejecting his prior existence as a "brain-dead liberal" with a hard swing to the right, but truth be told, he's always been a strange apple in the fruit cart. Always fighting claims of misogyny, his provocative play Oleanna all but made out all women to be shrill defenders of victimhood at the cost of male dignity. I pretty much expected Race to do the same, but the fact is, the play has lost its ability to shock -not because 
